






MILFORD HAVEN PORT AUTHORITY
Notice to Masters of Vessels within Milford Haven

All vessels to be in possession of this notice, supplied by agents, prior to entering the port limits of Milford Haven.

THE AUTHORITY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE REGULATION AND CONTROL OF SHIPPING IN MILFORD HAVEN IS THE MILFORD HAVEN 
PORT AUTHORITY.  Situated at Hubberston Point (Latitude 51o 42.4’ North; Longitude 05o 03.1’ West), manned 24 hours, it is the centre for 
the programming of shipping movements and associated communications.
Call sign “MILFORD HAVEN VTS”.

ALL VESSELS AT ANCHOR, MOORED TO BUOYS, OR UNDERWAY WITHIN THE HAVEN OR ITS APPROACHES ARE TO MAINTAIN A 
CONTINUOUS LISTENING WATCH WITH VTS ON VHF CHANNEL 12.

COMMUNICATIONS
•     VTS maintains a continuous listening watch on channels 16, 12 and 11.
•     VESSELS ENTERING THE HAVEN – make contact with VTS on channel 12 when within one hour’s steaming of St Ann’s Head.    
      After making contact, vessels to maintain a watch on channel 12 until safely moored or at anchor.  Vessels are required to report to   
      VTS when they are safely moored or brought up at anchor.
•     VESSELS LEAVING THE HAVEN – continuous watch on channel 12 from the time of singling up or heaving anchor, until the pilot has   
      disembarked or the vessel has cleared Port Limits.
•     VESSELS MOVING IN THE HAVEN – continuous watch on channel 12.  Before any vessel utilises any other channel for any   
      operational communications with any other party within the Haven, VTS should be informed.
•     VESSELS AT ANCHOR IN THE HAVEN – continuous watch on channel 12.  MASTERS MUST ENSURE THAT AN ADEQUATE   
      ANCHOR WATCH IS MAINTAINED AT ALL TIMES AND THAT THE VESSEL’S POSITION IS CHECKED REGULARLY IN ORDER   
      THAT IMMEDIATE ACTION MAY BE TAKEN IN ANY CASE OF A VESSEL DRAGGING WHILST AT ANCHOR.

POLLUTION. If a vessel is causing or has a likelihood of causing a pollutant to enter the Haven, the Harbourmaster will mobilise the anti-oil 
spill response resource on the vessel’s behalf.  Such an order is for the benefit of the vessel, as well as the environment, and will be deemed to 
be carried out as a procurement by that vessel of such resources that are mobilised.

DAMAGED VESSELS ENTERING THE HAVEN.  The master of a vessel wishing to enter the haven which is in danger of foundering, or 
sinking, or is leaking, or which, during the voyage in question has been in collision, has stranded, or has been on fire, or has suffered damage 
to her hull, machinery or equipment which might make the vessel a danger or a nuisance to other users of the Haven, must report to the VTS 
and obtain the specific permission of the Harbourmaster before entering.  Such permission may be granted subject to conditions, these may 
include the provision of tugs by order of the Harbourmaster.  Such vessels may be inspected by the Harbourmaster before permission to enter 
is given.

FIRE OR OTHER EMERGENCY.  In the case of an emergency occurring in your vessel or in any craft moored to your vessel you should 
immediately raise the alarm either via channels 12 or 16, or by visual signal, or by exhibiting one or more of the signals prescribe in Annex IV 
of the Collision Regulations. As soon as possible after the initial message, there needs to be another message describing the incident and 
detailing the assistance required.
Fire – what is on fire – extend – possible dangers – likelihood of spreading.
Damage – description of what affected – extend – effect on stability and sea worthiness.
Oil Spillage – if any danger of oil spillage exists this should be reported.  Chargeable oil spill response and clean up are provided through VTS.

ON NO ACCOUNT SHOULD THE INITIAL ALARM MESSAGE BE DELAYED IN ORDER THAT FULL DETAILS CAN BE PROVIDED.

The Harbourmaster may order tug assistance in the case of fire or any emergency.  Such an order is for the benefit of the vessel and will be 
deemed to be carried out as procurement by that vessel of any tug as is made available.

WEATHER FORECASTS. Gale warnings are broadcast immediately upon receipt  on channels 12 and 14 and, when still in force, re-broadcast 
at 03:00, 09:00, 15:00 and 21:00 hours GMT.  Forecasts can be relayed at any time upon request.

NAVIGATION WARNINGS – issued on channel 14 immediately following the weather forecast.

Before entering the port or before sailing from berth within the port (in particular after repairs) Masters are required to ensure that:

(a) Main engine and bridge to engine controls are functioning properly;
(b) Steering gears are fully tested in both primary and secondary systems;
(c) Anchors are cleared away ready to use and the foc’sle head is manned at all times when in transit within the Haven eastwards of  
 Angle Buoy, to ensure that anchors are available for use rapidly in any emergency.

BY ORDER
HARBOURMASTER

Rev. 1 June 2022
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